
Marla Looper Named 2013 Outstanding Alumnus
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The Crowder College Foundation named 
Marla Looper the 2013 Outstanding Alumni 
at the annual scholarship banquet. Looper, 
a standout pitcher for the Lady ‘Riders from 
90-92, recently completed her fourth season 
as head coach for the University of Iowa 
softball program.

While at Crowder, she was selected as a 
National Junior College All-American as a 
freshman and sophomore, and the National 
Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
Tournament’s most valuable player during 
her sophomore season. Looper helped 
Crowder to a runner-up finish in the NJCAA 
Tournament in both 1991 and 1992. She was 
inducted into the NJCAA Hall of Fame in 
2006.

“I am humbled and honored to be recognized 
as the Outstanding Alum this year. My two 
years at Crowder were very pivotal in my 
personal life and ultimately my career. I am 
thankful for the opportunity to be back on 
the campus and thankful for the opportunity 
I was given as a young student-athlete to 
pursue my dreams,” commented Looper.

Crowder Athletic Director and Looper’s 
former coach Millie Gilion added, “Marla’s 
softball career at Crowder was phenomenal 
and speaks for itself. She was instrumental 
in putting our softball program back on 
the map nationally. Marla is an outstanding 
person and well-deserving of this prestigious 
honor.”

After graduating from Crowder, Looper 
went on to play at Florida State where she 
graduated in 1995 with a bachelor’s degree 
in nutrition and fitness. She earned All-
American honors as a junior and led FSU to 
the 1993 Women’s College World Series and 
an NCAA Tournament appearance in 1994. 
Additionally, Looper earned NCAA Regional 
All-Tournament honors and All-Atlantic 
Coast Conference honors both seasons at 
FSU. In 2003, she was named one of the 
ACC’s Top 50 softball players in conference 
history.

Looper’s coaching career includes serving as 
the Iowa State pitcher/catcher coach (1995-
96), University of Kansas Assistant Coach 
(1996-99), and University of Texas (1999-
2010). During this time she mentored softball 
great Cat Osterman to the USA National 
Player of the Year Award in 2003, 2005, and 
2006. Texas’ pitching staff led the nation in 
earned run average in three of Looper’s final 
four years as pitching coach. Her coaching 
resume’ also includes serving as a member of 
the National Fastpitch Coaches Association 
Staff of the Year in 2002-03 and Speedline/
NFCA Midwest Regional Coaching Staff of 
the Year in 2005-06.

Jim Dawson Receives 2014 Distinguished Service Award

Jim Dawson, at the May 7, 2013, news conference 
announcing the Dawson’s gift.

Crowder College is pleased to name Jim 
Dawson, Webb City businessman and 
lifelong resident, the 2014 Distinguished 
Service Award recipient. Jim has always 
valued the importance of education. He 
and his late wife, Treva, were both first 
generation college graduates. So when the 
opportunity to support the Crowder College 
Webb City campus became available, Jim and 
Treva didn’t hesitate. The Dawsons pledged 
a $300,000 donation along with a $600,000 
challenge gift as a way to encourage others 
to join them in supporting the college. The 
couple wanted to help ensure that the people 
of Webb City—the community they loved—
had access to an affordable education.

Following graduation from Webb City High 
School, Jim began his college career at the 
former Joplin Junior College in 1963. It 
was there that he met his beloved Treva. He 
remembers well how both of them struggled 
to come up with enough money to pay their 

tuition each semester. After graduating from 
junior college, Jim and Treva married on 
November 27, 1964. They continued their 
educations at Pittsburg State University 
where Treva earned a bachelor’s degree in 
education and Jim received a master’s in 
counseling and psychology. Jim served as an 
instructor at PSU for seven months before 
the Army drafted him in 1968. 

After two years of military service, Jim 
returned to the business field and worked 
alongside his father in a family-owned 
business in the Webb City area. This would 
be the first of three highly successful 
business ventures Jim pursued. Treva 
enjoyed a long career as an elementary 
teacher. Together, they raised three sons: 
Brendan, Jonathan, and Nathan.

Crowder College publicly announced the 
Dawson’s generous gift on May 7, 2013, just 
three weeks prior to Treva’s unexpected and 
sudden passing. “Treva devoted her life to 
children and teaching. She was known in the 
community for her passion for education. 
Our gift to Crowder holds a much more 
significant meaning for our family now. It 
would thrill her to know that it has inspired 
other donors to follow suit and lend their 
support,” noted Jim. “We did not give to 
receive recognition or credit. We gave for 
one reason—to make a difference and give 
others the same opportunity we had. She 
would love knowing we made a difference.”
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Congratulations!


